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Arizona’s Indian Communities
Trump proclamation cites violence in tribal communities
Phoenix, AZ- During a one-day visit to Arizona in May President Donald 
Trump signed a proclamation recognizing the need to address ongoing vio-
lence in American Indian communities, particularly violence against women.
   Trump was visiting a production facility in Phoenix when he made the 
announcement proclaiming May 5 Missing and Murdered American Indians 
and Alaska Natives Awareness Day.
   According to ktarnews.com, Trump said in the proclamation, “I call upon 
all Americans and all federal, state, tribal and local governments to increase 
awareness of the crisis of missing and murdered American Indians and Alas-
ka Natives through appropriate programs and activities,” adding, “We will 
not waver in our mission to bring healing, justice, hope and restoration to our 
American Indian and Alaska Native communities.”
   This proclamation follows a Trump executive order issued last November 
that created a task force, Operation Lady Justice, with a focus on slowing 
domestic violence, homicide, sexual assault and abuse in tribal communities.
   At that time Trump said, “The statistics are sobering and heartbreaking.  
Recently, more than 5,000 Native American women and girls were reported 
missing in a single year. While the majority return home or are found, too 
many are still missing and their whereabouts are unknown—and they usually 
don’t find them.” He added, “One study showed that Native American women 
in certain tribal communities are 10 times more likely to be murdered than 
the average American. The victims and their families deserve action. And this 
should have happened many years ago.”
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Tribal casinos are opening this week and next week
Phoenix, AZ- The Ak-Chin Indian Community and the Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation announced they are re-opening their casino operations today, 
May 15, albeit with limited facilities and health provisions in place. In addi-
tion, the Gila River Indian Community announced it plans to open its casinos 
today, and the Pasqua Yaqui Tribe opens its casinos next week.
   The casinos have been closed for two months because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
   A news release issued by Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino said there will be more 
space between slot machines, and blackjack tables will have limited seating. 
Casino employees will wear masks and social distancing measures will be 
adhered to for the safety and health of employees and casino guests. Hotel 
rooms at the gaming facility will also be open. Not open will be the poker 
room, keno, and bingo.
   At Fort McDowell Casino visitors will be temperature-checked before en-
try, and employees and guests with temperatures over 100°F will not be al-
lowed to enter. Plexiglass shields have been installed at counters, and floor 
markings have been put down to direct guests to stand six feet apart. Tables 
and slot machines are placed apart and employees will be provided masks, 
gloves and COVID-19 training.
   The Gila River Indian Community’s casinos plan to open today, and it has 
been administering COVID-19 tests to those employees who will be return-
ing to work. Meanwhile, Pasqua Yaqui’s Casino del Sol casino operations 
announced its gaming facilities will open May 21 with safety measures.
   The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community announced that its 
Talking Stick Resort and Casino Arizona in Scottsdale will remain closed 
until June 1. Desert Diamond Casinos says it will issue an update soon.

Sells, AZ- Students from Tohono 
O’odham Community College’s Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) Club took 
their education beyond the classroom 
when they visited the Arizona State 
Legislature in March to urge state leg-
islators to support early childhood ed-
ucation.
   Three students met with Legislative 
District 19 Representative Diego Espi-
noza and Legislative District 2 Senator 
Andrea Dalessandro to advocate for 
the importance of early childhood ed-
ucation as an investment for the future.  
   One of the ECE students, Deidre 
Ortega, was chosen by the Tohono 
O’odham Nation’s First Things First 
Regional Partnership Council to re-
ceive the 2020 Champion for Young 
Children Award.
   Every year, First Things First honors 
early childhood champions throughout 
Arizona who actively volunteer to raise 
awareness of the importance of ear-

Tohono O’odham Community College students travel 
to state’s legislature to support early childhood education

Early Childhood Education students from TOCC met with Arizona State Representative 
Diego Espinoza in his office. From left to right: Stefany Paredes, Sarah Salvicio, Deidra 
Ortega, and Alaya Baptisto (an elementary school student who accompanied her step-
mother Ortega on the visit). Photo by Stefany Paredes.

ly childhood development and health. 
Ortega has volunteered at several Head 
Start Centers on the Nation and has ad-
vocated in the community for the im-
portance of early learning.
   Before TOCC’s campuses were 
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Ortega and her fellow ECE Club mem-
bers sponsored a food drive for college 
students who lived on campus. The 
club also sold snacks to raise funds for 
members’ fingerprint clearance cards, 
CPR certifications, and gas money for 
ECE club members to drive from cen-
ter to center when volunteering.
   The ECE Club at TOCC provides 
students with opportunities for profes-
sional development, mutual support, 
and volunteering.
   For more information about the 
college’s early childhood education 
program contact Elsa Peterson, Com-
munity of Practice Coordinator, at 
epeterson@tocc.edu.

Navajo’s appeal of death sentence is rejected by court
Washington, DC- A three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals rejected Lezmond Mitchell’s argument that he had a right to interview 
jurors in his trial–only one of whom was a Native American–for evidence 
of racial bias. A Navajo Nation member, he is the only Native American on 
federal death row.
   The case began in October 2001 when Mitchell and Johnny Orsinger car-
jacked Alyce Slim, 63, and her 9-year-old granddaughter near Sawmill so 
they could use Slim’s truck to rob a trading post on the Navajo reservation. 
Court records say the two men stabbed Slim 33 times, killing her. They later 
killed the granddaughter and dismembered both of the victims.




