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Sells, AZ- Tuition at Tohono O’odham 
Community College has always been 
touted by college officials as low and 
affordable, but the school is now mak-
ing an offer that might be irresistible to 
tribal members—free tuition.
   TOCC is publicizing free tuition for 
Native American students who enroll 
for this coming summer session and 
the fall semester. The cost for books 
and fees will have to be paid by the stu-
dents who take advantage of the offer.
   TOCC President Dr. Paul Robertson 
said regular tuition is $34.25 per credit 
hour, or $411 for 12 credits, which is 
considered a full-time student load.
   He said, “The free tuition applies to all 
Native American students—O’odham 
and other Natives. The requirement is 
to have verification of tribal member-
ship.”
   Robertson notes that there is a time 
limit on the free tuition offer. “At this 
point the free tuition is through the 
summer (summer session II starts July 
5 and registration is still open) and for 
the fall semester 2020. As it stands 
now, tuition will be reinstated in spring 
semester 2021,” he explained.
   How will TOCC cover the cost of the 
free tuition?
   “Though the college will lose tuition, 
the calculation being made is that the 
increased number of native students 
we will have will make up for the loss. 
This has proven to be the case for sum-
mer 2020. When our ‘Indian Student 
Count’ goes up we receive more fund-
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ing from the Tribal and Community 
College Act and that more than makes 
up for the lost tuition,” Robertson said.
   He also explains that tribal colleges 
have a special role in their communi-
ties, and TOCC strives to do its part.
   “I think it is important to note that 
TOCC tuition has always been low and 
that tribal college tuition is generally 
low. Unlike many small colleges, tribal 
colleges and universities have kept tu-
ition low in an effort to accommodate 
the economic circumstances of their 
constituents and to keep them from 
having unmanageable debt upon grad-
uation. It is noteworthy that only two 
of 36 tribal colleges have federal stu-

dent loan programs. In addition, get-
ting to free tuition is part of a progres-
sive agenda that many are calling for 
in the United States now. It’s important 
to note that education is a human right 
and should be available to all as should 

health care and a living wage,” Robert-
son said.
   For more information about the free 
tuition offer and about the college call 
520-383-8401, or visit the school’s 
website at Admissions@tocc.edu.

This is not the time to head 
to western Sonora, Mexico
Sells, AZ- The Tohono O`odham Na-
tion Department of Public Safety is-
sued the following travel advisory for 
the region from Caborca, Sonora west 
to Sonoyta, Sonora.
   “TON DPS has confirmed signifi-
cant violence occurring in and around 
Caborca, including the areas of Pitiqui-
to. At this time the violence is between 
rival drug cartels. The cartels are using 
military grade weapons in the area. Re-
cent reports are that local inhabitants 
in the region have asked for support 
from the Mexican Army, the National 
Guard along with state and municipal 
police with little response. Citizens are 
describing the Caborca area as a ‘War 
Zone’ on social media.
   “It is strongly recommended that per-
sons not travel to Caborca unless abso-
lutely necessary and be very aware of 
your surroundings when in the region 
between Caborca and Sonoyta, Sonora 
Mexico.”




