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Tohono O’odham Community College is expanding its science curriculum to offer new degree in physical science
Sells, AZ- Tohono O’odham Commu-
nity College, which has long offered 
degrees in life science, is adding an 
Associate of Science in Physical Sci-
ence degree. Engineering and physics 
classes will be offered for the first time 
this fall semester.
   This new degree broadens TOCC’s 
offering to include the two recognized 
broad categories of science: life sci-
ence, the study of living things, and 
physical science, the study of inani-
mate natural objects and systems.
   The new degree will prepare students 
to pursue further study in the physical 
sciences of astronomy, physics, com-
puter science, and engineering, laying 
the groundwork for work in all kinds of 
engineering, computer programming, 
and geoscience.
   Tohono O’odham Community Col-
lege is recruiting students into both its 
Social gatherings spread virus
Sells, AZ- The most common way 
COVID-19 is spread in the Toho-
no O’odham community is by peo-
ple gathering with others, or what is 
termed “social gatherings.”
   During a July 15 update by Toho-
no O’odham Nation Health Care to the 
Tohono O’odham Legislative Council, 
staff explained, “Gatherings with peo-
ple outside of the household has been 
one of the many ways our cases are 
rapidly spreading.”
   These gatherings appear to be occur-
ring despite a tribal executive order in 
effect on the Nation that with the ex-
ception of people living in the same 
household, prohibits gatherings for so-
cial or community purposes. Religious 
and traditional ceremonies are not con-
sidered social gatherings.

Life Science and Physical Science pro-
grams.  First-year students who declare 
a science major will be eligible for a 
$500 per semester scholarship and for 
use of a loaner computer. Students ben-
efiting from TOCC’s free tuition for 
Native Americans in fall 2020 may use 
the $500 for living expenses.
   Students who continue in a science 
major will be eligible for another $500 
scholarship in spring 2021.  Science 
majors receive advice and support 
from Camillus Lopez, the Senior Cul-
tural Mentor at the College.
   The STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) Program at 

TOCC is also offering two student in-
ternships of up to 10 hours per week 
(at $12/hour). The interns will focus on 
creating audiovisual records of scien-
tific and traditional knowledge.  The 
interns will work online, with training 
and materials provided.
   Fall semester begins on Aug. 24. 
Registration is open at www.tocc.
edu, where individuals may follow the 
“New Students” or “Returning Stu-
dents” buttons to enroll in classes. For 
questions about registration, please 
contact admissions@tocc.edu or leave 
a message at 520-383-8401. For in-
formation about the science scholar-

ships or internships, the contact is Josh 
Hoskinson, STEM Program Coordina-
tor, at jhoskinson@tocc.edu.


