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TOCC’s language center is seeking response to survey 
on community’s understanding, speaking of O’odham
Sells, AZ- A survey to learn how Toho-
no O’odham feel about their language 
and how much they understand and 
speak the language is being adminis-
tered by the O’odham Language Cen-
ter, hosted at Tohono O’odham Kekel 
Ha-Maṣcamakuḍ (TOCC).
   The survey is being shared in as many 
ways as possible. Students at TOCC 
have received an online version, and 
many have already responded. The 
community is invited to two “survey 
roundups” being held at Tohono Plaza 
on upcoming Tuesdays.
   On Nov. 24 and Dec. 1, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., the O’odham Language Cen-
ter Co-Directors Ron Geronimo and 
Leslie Luna will be on the patio at To-
hono Kosin (the former Desert Rain 
Café) to administer the survey, answer 
questions, and share some TOCC pro-
motional items. Other Language Cen-
ter staff will be there, too, to meet the 
community.
   In a recent interview, Geronimo and 
Luna explained how the survey will 
help guide the work of the Center. 
“Language immersion is something 
that we’re looking at,” said Geronimo, 
“and we want to hear from the commu-
nity what people think about this ap-
proach.” The immersion approach uses 

the target language, in this case Tohono 
O’odham, exclusively, rather than us-
ing English to teach about O’odham.
   Geronimo explained that there are 
different methods of immersion—from 
language nests for infants and toddlers, 
to group immersion for school chil-
dren, and master apprenticeships for 
youth and adult learners (when a fluent 
speaker is paired with one or two dedi-
cated learners).
   The survey is designed to be complet-
ed by anyone age five or older. Parents 
or heads of households may fill out the 
survey for children and/or elders, and 
in that case, they only need to answer 
questions 1-5.
   Over the years several language sur-
veys have been administered on the 
Tohono O’odham Nation. O’odham 
Language Center Co-Directors Geroni-
mo and Luna hope that this survey will 
be the most comprehensive one to date, 
and they thank the community in ad-
vance for taking part in this effort.
   Note: An advertisement in this issue 
of The Runner shows the text of the 
survey. Readers may mail in that sur-
vey or bring it to the survey roundup, 
or they may email rgeronimo@tocc.
edu or lluna@tocc.edu to receive an 
electronic version of the survey.

TOCC’s Veterans’ Day tribute can be viewed online
Sells, AZ- On Nov. 10, the Tohono O’odham Community College Himdag 
Committee hosted an online gathering to recognize military veterans. The 
Himdag Committee invites the community to share in the event, which is 
posted on the college’s website and Facebook page.
   To view and listen to the online event visit either www.tocc.edu, or www.
facebook.com/tohonooodhamcc.
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Arizona’s Indian Communities

AZ governor declares November Native American Heritage Month
Phoenix, AZ- Arizona Governor Doug 
Ducey declared November 2020 Na-
tive American Heritage Month in a 
proclamation released on Nov. 16.
   According to an Offi  ce of the Gov-
ernor news release, the proclamation 
recognizes the historical, cultural and 
economic contributions of Native 
Americans and the 22 tribes that call 
the state of Arizona home.
   “Native American communities play 
a critical role in the growth and pros-
perity of our state,” said Governor Du-
cey. “Arizona is enriched by the many 

diverse contributions from people all 
across our state, and this month, we are 
proud to celebrate the Native Ameri-
can community’s vibrant heritage, civ-
ic leadership, and history of service to 
our state and nation.” 
   This declaration is the second of its 
kind made by Ducey within the past 
two months where he has signed a 
proclamation honoring Native Ameri-
cans. Last month, he signed a procla-
mation recognizing Oct. 12, 2020 as 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 
  

Six Native Americans win U.S. House seats in 2020 election
Washington, D.C.- Six Native Ameri-
can congressional candidates won their 
respective races during the 2020 Gen-
eral Election on Nov. 3.
   According to Indian Country Today 
(ICT), four of the six candidates were 
reelected to their seats and include: 
New Mexico Rep. Deb Haaland, La-
guna and Jemez Pueblo; Kansas Rep. 
Sharice Davids, Ho-chunk; Oklahoma 

Rep. Tom Cole, Chickasaw; and Okla-
homa Rep. Markwayne Mullin, Chero-
kee. Newcomers are Yvette Herrell of 
New Mexico, Cherokee; and Kaiali’ 
Kahele, a Native Hawaiian. 
  ICT reports that with these wins, the 
117th Congress will have more Native 
American representation than at any 
other time in the history of the United 
States.

“We cannot keep making the same mistakes by travel-
ing off the Navajo Nation and bringing the virus home.”
Window Rock, AZ- The Navajo Na-
tion began a three-week lockdown on 
Nov. 16 as COVID-19 cases continue 
to rise throughout the tribal communi-
ty. The tribe reports that as of Nov. 16, 
there have been 197 new COVID-19 
cases, one death, and the total number 
of positive cases is 13,596 and total 
deaths is 603.
   According to a Navajo Nation Offi  ce 
of the President and Vice President 
news release, the three-week stay-at-
home lockdown also consists of new 
safety provisions and requirements for 
businesses, and calls for schools to be-
gin online learning. 
   “All of the data indicates that it is 
going to get worse before it gets bet-
ter, but each one of us has the ability to 
help change that trend. We have to use 
what we learned during the fi rst wave 
of COVID-19 that devastated our Na-
tion in April and May. We cannot keep 
making the same mistakes by traveling 
off  the Navajo Nation and bringing 
the virus home. We can’t keep having 
family and social gatherings and ex-

pect everything to be okay. We have 
a three-week lockdown in place now 
to help isolate those individuals who 
are positive for COVID-19. When we 
isolate people, we isolate the virus. We 
have to do better and we cannot give 
up. Stay home as much as possible, do 
not attend or hold family gatherings, 
practice social distancing, wash your 
hands often, and wear a mask in pub-
lic,” said Navajo Nation President Jon-
athan Nez.
   The Indian Health Service reports 
that as of Nov. 15, 86,992 tests have re-
turned positive for COVID-19 in Indi-
an Country. The most aff ected parts of 
Indian Country with the highest cumu-
lative percent positive rate are the Na-
vajo Area, showing a 13.2 percent rate; 
the Phoenix Area, showing a 12.7 per-
cent rate; and the Oklahoma City Area, 
showing a 9.1 percent rate. Based on 
IHS’s user population, 74.7 percent of 
Native Americans have been tested for 
COVID-19 since they began reporting 
in March.


