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● ALL INTERVIEWS WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY
Questions regarding this position may be directed in writing to the foregoing address or call (520) 383-2470.
Preference in filling vacancies will be given to (1) enrolled members of the Tohono O’odham Nation. (2) en-
rolled members of other nations tribes, (3) other candidates. The Tohono O’odham Nation Legislative Branch 
provides equal employment opportunities.

She was afraid of change and uncertainty, but Tohono O’odham Community College graduate worked to overcome fears
By Martha S. Lee

Sells, AZ- Day after day, Caralina An-
tone drove past the large billboard near 
where she lived in a Phoenix suburb. 
“Everything you want is on the other 
side of fear,” the sign said.
   Antone thought back to how she had 
started college fifteen years ago but 
had not continued due to transportation 
problems and many twists and turns 
in life. She knew that she would need 
more education to follow her dream 
of being a social worker, but she was 
afraid of the change, afraid of the un-
certainty—would she be able to suc-
ceed as a student?
   As Caralina says, everyone has a 
story, and her story was one of loss. 
Her father was not part of her life. Her 
mother died when she was six months 
old, and the beloved grandmother who 
raised her and her sister in Texas died 
when Caralina was a senior in high 
school.
   Caralina transferred from a large high 
school in Dallas with students from all 
over the world to Tohono O’odham 
High School. While still in shock and 
grieving for her grandmother during 
her one semester there, Caralina no-
ticed the visiting outreach personnel 
from Tohono O’odham Community 
College. She remembered their friend-
liness and enrolled in TOCC a few 
years later.
   Due to transportation and other is-
sues, Caralina could not complete col-
lege at that time. She returned to work 
and found that she loved helping chil-
dren and youth through the Tohono 
O’odham Nation’s Children’s Home 
Program and the Department of Child 
Welfare.
   She remembered her grandmother’s 
positive influence and thought about 
the other caring adults who had invest-
ed in her. She tried to be this role model 
for the children she was serving. Along 
the way, she realized that she could do 
so much more with an education in so-
cial work.
   Eventually, inspired by the billboard 
near her home, Caralina overcame her 
fear and enrolled at TOCC again. This 
time, she was determined to complete 
her studies. She moved back to the To-
hono O’odham Nation and lived with a 
relative in Sells, AZ. She restarted her 
associate degree in social work.
   In fall 2018, when Caralina began 
her journey as a full-time student at 
TOCC, she set up a routine to focus on 
her schoolwork. Every day, she would 
take a college shuttle to TOCC’s S-cuk 
Du’ag Maṣcamakuḍ (Black Mountain 
Campus, formerly Main Campus), 
about ten miles away.
   She would stay on campus all day, 
attending class, doing homework, and 
building and enjoying the community 
of classmates, instructors, and staff at 
the college. She never missed a class, 
and she made a point to ask questions, 
to use the library, and to greet people. 
She talked with faculty, staff, and other 
students and slowly built a strong com-
munity of support.
   For the 2019-2020 school year, Cara-
lina moved back to her home in the 
Phoenix area. She remained commit-
ted to finishing her associate degree at 
TOCC despite the three-hour commute 
to campus. During this year, she bond-
ed with her fellow social work students 
and with Social Work Instructor Dr. 
Marcia Valadez, who described Cara-
lina as a very passionate student who 
was committed to learning and making 
a difference in her community.
   In spring 2020, Caralina and her 
classmates in the SWU 291 Social 

Service Delivery Systems course par-
ticipated in a 40-hour service-learning 
experience. Caralina worked with the 
nonprofit Fountain of Hope, providing 
counseling to women who were vic-
tims of human trafficking and connect-
ing them with resources. It was diffi-
cult work but very rewarding.
   In mid-March 2020, when the COVID 
pandemic hit Arizona and schools and 
businesses were closing, Caralina was 
grateful for TOCC’s quick transition to 
online course delivery. TOCC extend-
ed its spring break for one week and 
then resumed course delivery online on 
March 30. Caralina persisted in over-
coming barriers and challenges, such as 
frequent computer freezes and unstable 
Wi-Fi. She attended all her classes and 
successfully completed her internship.
   In the midst of the crazy month of 
March, Caralina learned from TOCC’s 
Dean of Student Services that she had 
been selected as TOCC’s Student of the 
Year. Normally, she would have trav-
eled to the AIHEC student conference 
to be honored and celebrate with peers.
   This year, she was grateful for the 
American Indian College Fund schol-
arship that came with the award and 
for the recognition she received during 
TOCC’s virtual Commencement on 
June 5. Caralina’s only sadness about 
spring 2020 was not getting to say a 

proper good-bye to TOCC, but she 
knows that she will return sometime.
   Encouraged by Social Work Instruc-
tor Dr. Marcia Valadez, Antone decided 
to continue her education. She applied 
to Arizona State University (ASU) and 
was accepted.
   Currently, she is pursuing her Bach-

elor of Social Work at ASU. She is 
heartened to be fulfilling her grand-
mother’s last request—for her to stay 
in church and finish school. Caralina 
Antone summed it up by saying, “My 
faith is very important to me, and with-
out the two challenges I would not be 
where I am today.”

TOCC Class of 2020 graduate Caralina 
Antone wears a medallion from the Amer-
ican Indian College Fund (AICF) in honor 
of her Student of the Year award and AICF 
scholarship. Antone is enrolled in the To-
hono O’odham Nation through Hickiwan 
District. She is the granddaughter of the 
late Jerome and Lena Pedro Antone. Pho-
tos by Caralina Antone.

Caralina Antone wrote Trail Blazers: The 
Adventures of Lena Lynn, a children’s 
book about a girl who explores the desert 
and discovers O’odham values along the 
way. The book is illustrated by Teresa Ons-
tott, who tutors writing at TOCC.


