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Together, we can and must do more.
We also can and must do more together.

A Student’s Journey: Changing the Landscape of Higher Education and
Workforce on the Tohono O'odham Nation

A Student’s Journey (ASJ) is a collaborative effort between the Tohono
O’odham Community College (TOCC) and the Southwest Environmental Health
Sciences Center (SWEHSC) at UArizona to establish a path to help tribal
college students transfer to a 4-year university and expand the professional
workforce within the tribe. This work is funded by the Haury Program through a
three-year Challenge Grant award made in 2019 and currently supports one of
the Haury Program's main goals of fostering Native American student success.

Daniel Sestiaga Jr., TOCC’s Special Projects & Initiatives Manager, and Marti
Lindsey, SWEHSC’s Outreach & Community Engagement Director, conceived
the program in 2018. The goal was to bridge a gap of representation while
pursuing a streamlined approach to institutionalizing their work. SWEHSC’s
programs increase students’ knowledge, skills, self-efficacy, workforce

http://swehsc.pharmacy.arizona.edu/students-journey?fbclid=IwAR0ItkxhpWrvE1a6CHKzKDc6ZQejWG0xTLp5mGPz1jSHrN9Y6ilMI2dsdt4
https://tocc.edu/
http://swehsc.pharmacy.arizona.edu/


readiness, and career development and align with TOCC’s goal to increase
student transfer success, empowerment, and career development. Daniel and
Marti made sure to incorporate O’odham Himdag and TOCC’s T-So:son (Core
Values) into the program design, which makes it a unique and more meaningful
experience for the students.  
  
The innovative educational
program addresses academic
transfer barriers faced by
TOCC students by developing
a sense of belonging and
increasing academic and
professional capacity building.
The one year-round program
entails learning about critical
environmental health and
environmental justice issues,
collaborating with UArizona
professionals by assisting
their projects, and developing
skills as professional interns.
The program includes the
participation of tribal leaders,
professionals, and cultural experts, who share their traditional knowledge,
academic, development, and work experiences with the TOCC students.   
  
During the first year, the project leaders recruited twenty students from TOCC
into the program. This first cohort attended seven spring workshops between
February and June 2020 as part of a new course designed specifically for the
program. The virtual course covered critical environmental health, toxicology,
and social justice topics. It also incorporated life-skills styled workshops, guest
speakers, and home-experiments developed by UArizona graduate students
and postdocs from the colleges of Education, Nursing, Public Health, Natural
Resources, and Engineering. On July 31, the ASJ first cohort group made final
project presentations. The presentations addressed environmental and social
justice topics in their community, including solar energy, waste management,
water and soil contamination, food accessibility and community gardens,
immigration policies, border militarization, discrimination, racism, and domestic
violence education. 
  
A Student's Journey provides TOCC students with an educational experience
that is culturally relevant and a workforce experience that directly serves the
Tohono O’odham Nation. ASJ has become an engaging learning experience for
TOCC students that sparks conversations among themselves, staff, and other

https://tocc.edu/himdag/
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/hundred-ways-learning-sharing-traditional-knowledge-tohono-oodham-community-college/
https://www.haury.arizona.edu/system/files/webform/BuildingBridgesNativeStudents.pdf


community members. Haury is very proud to support this work, which is an
important pillar of our Tribal Resilience Initiative.
 

TOCC and SWEHSC seek TOCC students to join their 2021 cohort. 
The application deadline is February 5th, 2021. 

For more information on how to apply, please contact UArizona coordinator
Alex Benavides (abenavides@pharmacy.arizona.edu) or TOCC coordinator

Annmarie Stevens (astevens@tocc.edu). Download the flyer here. 

 

Feel inspired! Learn more about ASJ from the shared experiences of 2020
cohort Jamie Siqueiros, Pachynne Ignacio, and Stefany Paredes.  
  
Jamie Siqueiros and Pachynne Ignacio are members of the Tohono O’odham
Nation. Jamie is from Baboquivari District and from the community of South
Komelic. Jamie recently returned to school to pursue a degree in Art & Life
Science for Pre-Professional Nursing. Jamie also works for the Tohono
O’odham Nation Police as a dispatcher. 
  

mailto:abenavides@pharmacy.arizona.edu
mailto:astevens@tocc.edu
https://www.haury.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/ASJ_Flyer.pdf


“Since I am still getting used to being
back in school, I hope to gain as much
knowledge and experience as I can,
before transferring to a university after
completing my associate’s degree. I also
hope this will ease any concerns I have
that might discourage me from
transferring to a university.” – Jamie
Siqueiros 
  
Pachynne Ignacio grew up in Sells and
is from Sells District. Pachynne is
pursuing a degree in Natural Resources.
She will complete her degree in Fall
2020 and is currently undecided about
transferring. 
  
“I’ve grown to appreciate not only TOCC’s location but faculty and staff’s role in
my educational journey. Being accepted into the A Student’s Journey program,
I hope to become better prepared for what to expect when transferring to the
college of my choice. As well as gain some experience in an internship.” –
Pachynne Ignacio 
  
Stefany Paredes grew up in Nogales,
Arizona. Her goal is to attain a degree in
Early Childhood Education. This
summer she will complete her degree
and transfer to the University of Arizona
in the Fall 2020 Semester. 
  
"I hope to gain comfort and confidence
through the A Student’s Journey
program. Comfort in getting to know the
ways of the University of Arizona. I am
so used to being in a small town and
small communities that I get anxious
about even being a UArizona student
and feeling like it’s something that other
people can do but not me. I hope to gain
confidence in knowing who to talk to and
where to go." – Stefany Paredes

Watch the video below where ASJ’s participants talk about their



experience  

Collaborative Capacity Building and Sovereign
Science with NASA and the Navajo Nation Webinar 

Join the Water Resources Research Center
for the webinar Collaborative Capacity
Building and Sovereign Science with NASA
and the Navajo Nation with speakers Amber
Jean McCullum, Ph.D., Applied Scientist,
BAERI/NASA Ames Research Center, and
Nikki Tulley, Ph.D. Student, Department of
Environmental Science, UArizona.  

Wednesday, January 20 at noon. 

Register here:
https://tinyurl.com/CapacityBuilding-
NavajoNation

 

NEW: Navajo Nation Water Resilience Information
Hub 

  
Inspired by the water sustainability goals and accomplishments of the Navajo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dDOrKIzVLJXF1YcT6t78Ksvf_EklG40E/view
https://www.haury.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/McCullum_Tulley_Webinar_Brown_Bag_Flyer.pdf
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/events/brown-bag/brown-bag-webinar-collaborative-capacity-building-and-sovereign-science-nasa-and
https://tinyurl.com/CapacityBuilding-NavajoNation


Nation’s COVID-19 Water Access Coordination Group (WACG), the Haury
Program announces the Navajo Nation Water Resilience Information Hub,
“The Haury Water Hub.” 
  
The Haury Water Hub is a place where information on current and on-going
work and research happening on the Navajo Nation water issues can be shared
with interested parties. The Haury Water Hub aims to advance greater
coordination with, and collaboration among the many people and entities
currently doing research, contributing funding, or engaging in other outreach
work to advance the water sustainability goals of the Navajo Nation, or who
wish to do so in the future. 
  
If you are a water resilience researcher,
funder, nonprofit, or other entity dedicated to
solving the water access issues that face
the Navajo Nation in a manner that respects
the principles of respectful tribal
engagement, and if you would like to know
more about others’ work as well as share
stories about your own endeavors, please
join this national and global community. 
  
The Haury Water Hub will be featured
on Tuesdays with Haury's electronic
newsletter. 

Note that the Haury Water Hub is not intended to be any form of a data
repository. 
  
For more information on what and how to share your work and stories, please
read our invitation to join us here.  

https://www.haury.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/Water_Resilence_Hub_201205
.pdf 

 

 

Until the next Tuesdays with Haury 
The Haury Team 

https://www.haury.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/Water_Resilence_Hub_201205.pdf
https://www.haury.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/Water_Resilence_Hub_201205.pdf
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