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Sells, AZ- By next summer the Main 
Campus (S-cuk Du’ag) of Tohono 
O’odham Community College will 
look much different than the smatter-
ing of buildings that adorn the campus 
grounds now.
   Construction is underway on a new 
administration and finance building 
that also includes classrooms, labo-
ratories, and office space. A second 
building is designed as a wellness cen-
ter.
   TOCC President Dr. Paul Robinson 
notes that from the driveway it ap-
pears a single large building is being 
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constructed, but, “There are actually 
two buildings under construction at the 
S-cuk Du’ag campus—the very large 
one is the ‘Arts and Sciences’ build-
ing, and it includes space for adminis-
tration and finance and a board meet-
ing room...(and space for) conference 
rooms, three large classrooms, an art 
lab, a science lab, and several offices 
for arts and science faculty.”
   The second building, he said, “is be-
ing constructed by the college’s LLC 
with apprentice labor for the most part. 
The Apedag Ki: (wellness center) will 
have a full workout area with standard 
equipment like treadmills, ellipticals, 

and weight-lifting area, plus a space 
for group exercises like Pilates.”
   Both buildings, which have been un-
der consideration and in planning since 
2019, are expected to be completed in 
mid-August and ready for use when the 
college’s fall semester begins.
   The groundbreaking for the construc-
tion project occurred in 2019, Rob-
inson said, noting that the company 
building the Arts and Sciences facility 
is ESB Design+Build in Marana.
   He said a third new building is in the 
works, the O’odham ñiok center, and it 
too will be constructed mostly by the 
college’s LLC program.

   Robinson said funding for the build-
ings is from a variety of sources. “The 
wellness center is being paid for by a 
grant from USDA and by TPT funds 
pursuant to a 2017 agreement among 
the Nation, State of Arizona, and 
TOCC. The Arts and Sciences building 
is being paid for by Title III U.S. De-
partment of Education funds that come 
to TOCC every year, and those funds 
are formula funded and go to all tribal 
colleges and universities for construc-
tion and maintenance, although they 
could be used for other purposes too. 
The Arts and Sciences building cost is 
around $2.3 million,” he explained.Rides are available to get 

COVID-19 vaccinations
Sells, AZ- Though COVID-19 vacci-
nations are being offered on a regular 
schedule, a lack of transportation is 
keeping some members of the Tohono 
O’odham Nation community from get-
ting vaccinated.
   The Nation’s Office of Emergency 
Management issued a notice this week 
that the following services are provid-
ing transportation for vaccinations:
   For those tribal members with AHC-
CCS coverage, Tymon Medical Trans-
port, 520-413-5050; Kalmed Medic 
Transportation, 520-878-7619.
   For those with or without AHCCCS 
coverage, Health Transportation Ser-
vice, 520-383-6050.
   Tohono O’odham Nation Health 
Care is administering COVID-19 vac-
cinations every Wednesday and Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Sells 
Hospital and San Xavier Health Cen-
ter. Walk-ins are welcome, or for an 
appointment call 520-383-7209. San 
Simon Health Center is giving vacci-
nations by appointment only, call 520-
362-7098, or 520-362-7078.
   Vaccinations are for Nation’s mem-
bers and other Native Americans; 
non-Natives who work or live on the 
Nation; non-Natives who reside in a 
household with a tribal member; those 
getting vaccinated must by 18 years 
old and older.




