
Page 2 - The Runner - May 21, 2021

Crossroads 9-12-13 Financing

Eloy 9/12 Fiestas Patrias
(1) Jenny

7.9219” x 6.27”
FULL COLOR

mr

FINANCING FOR EVERYONE!

No Credit
Divorce 

Foreclosure

Bad Credit 
Repossession
Bankruptcy

Visit

CROSS ROADS

1026 N. Pinal Ave. • Casa Grande

Se Habla Español
Native Friendly

Call Now For
Instant Approval

Instant 
On-line Credit 
Approval

11th Street

Florence Blvd.

P
inal A

ve.

(520) 836-2112

WE BUY CARS

Trade-ins
Welcome

$0
Down

Guaranteed 
Approval100% 

www.crossroadsauto.org

Owner Eric Fossen

Walter Wesch never planned to stay for 40 years, but he did
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   He continued, “I don’t teach ag-
riculture, I teach people. This has 
been a very difficult time to teach 
the ‘whole’ student, but monitor-
ing students’ mental and emotional 
health has never been more import-
ant. We still check on students, talk 
with them and help them deal with 
the challenges they face. We just do 
it differently. It is more time consum-
ing now.”
   The past year has been an extraor-
dinary one for students and teachers 
alike. Teachers have had to try inno-
vative ways to present their lessons 
virtually and remotely, and students 
have strained to maintain relation-
ships with teachers and fellow stu-
dents that are vital parts of learning 
and growing up.
   Though the past year has not been 
ideal for both teachers and students, 
Wesch says, “There has never been a 
more challenging time to be a teach-
er, but there has never been a more 
important time to be a teacher. I have 
been blessed to pursue a career where 
I am able to help others. I am very 
proud of the work our school district 
has done to provide quality educa-
tion in most difficult circumstances.”
   So, what will he be doing this sum-
mer in his first days of retirement 
when he does not have to plan class-
room lessons and rise before dawn?
   “I will be working some days in 
June making sure I leave the agri-
science program ready for the next 
teacher. In July, as school starts, I 
will be worried about school. Is the 
new teacher ready to start? Do they 
have what they need? What about the 

students? It will be hard to let go,” 
Wesch said.
Final thoughts on his career
   Wesch was asked for his final 
thoughts about his 40-year career 
as the agriculture science teacher at 
Baboquivari High School.
   “It was not my intention in 1981 to 
teach here for 40 years. I am, how-
ever, very pleased that I have spent 
my entire career here serving the stu-
dents, families, and communities of 
the Tohono O’odham Nation. I will 
look back on my career here with 
pride.
   “I have been very blessed to have 
had the support of the community, 
coworkers, administrators, and gov-
erning board throughout my entire 
career. I have grown and matured as 
an educator and as a person. A great 
many former students and parents of 
students have become good friends, 
and I think of many of them as fam-
ily.
   “I would like to thank Mr. Michael 
Juan, with whom I have enjoyed 
working with for my entire time here.  
Mike is family to me—my older 
brother.  Without his support, guid-
ance, and friendship all these years, 
I would not have been successful. I 
will miss seeing him every day.
   “As I transition into retirement, I 
leave behind a school that I am proud 
to have been a part of, with caring, 
dedicated teachers and staff, and a 
leadership team ready and able to 
guide our school to truly serve the 
many and varied needs of our stu-
dents. I plan on maintaining a rela-
tionship with our school district far 
into the future.”

Sells, AZ- Getting a late start or an 
interrupted start with education is not 
uncommon for some members of the 
Tohono O’odham Nation, and Tohono 
O’odham Community College is pro-
moting several ways the community 
members can earn their General Edu-
cation Diploma if they do not have a 
high school diploma.
   Taking the GED tests is just one way 
of earning a diploma equivalent to high 
school graduation. Arizona currently 
offers three options for High School 
Equivalency. All three options include 
taking and passing the Arizona Civics 
Test.
1. General Education Diploma (GED): 
Study in class or on your own to pre-
pare and take the tests when ready. 
There are four tests:

a. Mathematical Reasoning
b. Reasoning through Language 
Arts

c. Social Studies
d. Science

   The tests may be taken at the same 
time or on different days. TOCC is a 
GED testing site. TOCC has a grant 
to pay the testing fees for individuals 
enrolled in its Pre-College/GED pro-
gram.
2. College Credit Pathway: Take 25 
credits of college coursework cover-
ing specific fields, including English, 
mathematics, science, social science, 
computers, and college/career explo-
ration. 
3. HSE Plus Career Readiness Path-
way: This is a new pathway in Arizona. 
Details are available at https://www.
azed.gov/adultedservices/hse-plus-ca-
reer-readiness-pathway.
   For information about TOCC’s 
Pre-College/GED program, contact 
Pauline Nasewytewa at pnasewyte-
wa@tocc.edu.

Tohono O’odham Community College promotes 
paths to earn state’s General Education Diploma




